January 1, 2023
Welcome/Announcements
Center for worship

*Call to worship (Psalm 8)
O LORD, our God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and
infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy
and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you
have established;
what are humans that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with
glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you
have put all things under their feet, O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your
name in all the earth!

* Hymn #435 "O God of Every Nation"
* Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, you mark our days and years for what we have experienced and what
we have learned. You give us time to develop characters shaped by joy and
sorrow. We do not always learn willingly and change our ways to follow the way of
Jesus Christ. Pardon our stubbornness and give us further time to learn and
improve our times for the sake of your perfect Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hear the Good News! We have been given time to reconsider our ways, and to prepare
ourselves for the day of judgment yet to come. Friends, believe the Good News! In the
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Hymn #383, “This Is A Day Of New Beginnings”

Scripture reading, Revelation 21:1-6
Gloria Patri
Sermon, “Heaven”

Affirmation of Faith
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God who has created and
is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God. We are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, to
love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified
and risen, our judge and our hope. In life in death, in life beyond death, God is
with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Prayers of the people
The Lord’s Prayer
Offering
RED BAND January/February
Grace Children’s Hospital and Pediatric Clinic, Haiti
Grace Children’s Hospital, founded in 1967, is recognized as Haiti’s leading medical facility
dedicated to the treatment of children with tuberculosis (TB). Each year, the hospital
receives thousands of children who are suffering from TB, HIV, and other diseases.
Children who are seriously ill are admitted to the inpatient ward, where they receive
constant care from the hospital’s all-Haitian staff. Both children and adults can be treated at
one of Grace Children’s Hospital’s many outpatient clinics. People living in the slums around
the hospital receive vaccinations, prenatal care, and other basic health services from
specially-trained community health workers and volunteers.

PO Box 359, Winfield
You may also text to give by texting “funds” to 844-928-1220 where you will be taken to a
website to enter the amount and check “Winfield”
Offertory and receiving of the offering
Dedication
God of the past year, God of today, God of this new year, receive the offerings that
we bring and the service we pledge not only for your worship in this place but for
ministry to those in need; for Christ's sake. Amen.

Hymn # 614, “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” (v. 1+2)
Communion
* Hymn #519, "Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Benediction

November Operating Financial Summary
Receipts: $2,493.67
Expenditures: $3,402.87
Transfer from savings: $3,000.00

Announcements
Next week 1/8 we will worship at 1st UMC, West Chicago at 10am
Please join Winfield on Monday January 9th at 9 am to take down the Christmas
decorations.
West Chicago will unhang the greens Sunday, Jan. 8th after the service.
Joys:
A New Year
Time with family
Todd’s progress in rehab
Will’s progress in rehab
Safe travels
Concerns:
Marty recovering from surgery
Those affected by the sever winter storm
More mass shootings
Those suffering from hurricanes Nicole/Fiona/Ian
Patti and Debbie’s lingering illnesses
The situation in Ukraine
Linda who has been ill for 8 months, with no diagnosis
Drought and flash flooding around the world
Brian suffering depression and panic attacks
Sue and Ed, both in decline, with financial issues
Farmers and the world food supply
World energy supply
Tornados around the country
Jeff, suffering a relapse of stage four multiple myeloma
Peggy battling cancer
New Covid variants
Office hours by appointment.

