
Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas!  Yes, we are almost there.  In a few short, fast-moving days we will 
arrive at one of the two days upon which we Christians base our entire faith!  We know the 
story well, don’t we?  So well, in fact, that it is too easy to take it for granted as we busy 
ourselves with all the hype of its secular celebration.  Yet the Christmas story of Jesus’ 
birth is a call to remember the real meaning of Christmas.  Christmas and a quickly 
approaching new year encourage us to confront the significance of Christ’s offer 
of HOPE in our lives.

“Hope is an undeserved gift and also a call to decision - the decision to trust…”  
        Brennan Manning.

Christian hope invites us to confront the significance of the story of Jesus’ birth 
in a stable in Bethlehem and its possible impact on our lives.  If we choose to reject it as 
just another whimsical myth, then our lives remain the same - locked into our own sense of 
self and mortality.  But if we entertain its strong possibility, a whole new world opens up to 
us with infinite potential - that we no longer have to rely merely on our own abilities, that 
we can not only endure life’s problems but that we will prevail over them!  The birth of 
Jesus, God’s son, on the earth as a baby tells us that we are loved - that we do not have 
to feel feeble - that we are significant!  The question no longer is: Can I do it?  Can I over-
come my own bad habits, my resentments, and my penchant for making foolish 
decisions?  Rather, the question becomes: Is Jesus Christ able?  Can my Savior, the Lord 
of my life, revitalize my spirits and transform me as he transformed the world through his 
birth in Bethlehem?

May the God who loves us so much that he came to earth as a baby to walk among us not 
only lead you into accepting His Christmas gift of hope but also into the decision to trust 
him with all of the challenges of the coming year.

May you have a very blessed Christmas and a God-filled new year!

In His Love,

Pastor Donna Trinko



Someone You Should Know… 
John Olson

John Olson may be known as Wyatt’s and Grant’s father, and that is okay, but he is someone you 
should know in his own right!  John and wife Kim, having moved from Schaumburg three years 
earlier, decided to go church shopping in 2013, and just happened to pick the Winfield Church first.  
They visited once and have never left.  John says it was because everyone was so welcoming that 
they almost felt like part of the “family” already.  They joined the church shortly after that.  Since 
then, the two of them have become the four of them, making John the father of two-year-old Wyatt 
and infant Grant.

John is an accountant working at Ingredion, a company in West 
Chester that processes ingredients for other foods.  What he likes 
best about working there is building relationships with people in 
his company.

John grew up in Downers Grove, and after graduating from high 
school there, he went to Northern Illinois University where he met 
future wife Kim.  They met in 2001 and married in 2007.  They 
live in a lovely home on Mack Rd. across the street from Contigny 
golf course.  If John were not a father and a homeowner, the golf 
course’s close proximity would be quite convenient because 
John enjoys golfing.  However, between his two little boys and 
landscaping demands around their house, there is not a lot of time 
left for golfing.

However, he and Kim are VERY big Bear’s fans and every year 
they buy season tickets.  When they have time to go, they love to 
make a day of it by going early and grilling hamburgers with friends.

An interesting thing to note about John is that when he was caddying in his younger years in 
Downers Grove, he used to caddy for Michael Jordan, who, John says, was not only an excellent 
golfer but a really nice guy.

When asked if he has any goals, John answered by saying his goal is to strike a balance between 
work and family so that he and Kim can raise a happy, healthy, loving family.  

Way to go, John!  You have a great beginning!



Winfield Church  0S347 Jefferson, Winfield, IL  60190    winfieldumc.org

OUR STAFF:  Pastor Donna Tirnko, Pastor,  Olive Aliga, Music Director,  Pam Keller, Print Coodinator

Sunday mornings
Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Worship and Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.

26 Years of Combined Service!
Together Fran Miller and Pam Keller have served 
for a total of 26 years in their positions as 
Financial Secretary (Fran) and Staff Parish Chair 
(Pam).  They were honored and thanked with a 
reception on November 29 as they will each be 
stepping aside so that others can fill their roles.

“Project Night Night”
The children of Winfield Church collected 
stuffed animals, blankets, books and tote bags to 
help other children in Dupage County who are 
victims of abusive homes. These children are 
moved into safe locations for abused women and 
children and now have a special gift they can call 
their own to help make bedtime special and to 
comfort them.Wonderful gifts of hats, 

mittens, scarves and gloves!
The Winfield Church has been collecting and hand 
knitting warm accessories for children in need 
throughout some of the Winfield and Wheaton 
elementary schools. The church is also sending 
these beautiful gifts of love to an elementary 
school in Maryland where one of our own 
members is a teacher.

You are cordially invited 
To a Celebration of the Birth of Jesus

On December 24th at 6:00 p.m.
at Winfield Community 

United Methodist Church
No RSVP Necessary


